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Don’t restore aia; seek peace now

By Frances T. Farenthold
Guest columnist

HOUSTON — Which George‘Bush will be

‘making the new president’s decisions on milj-

tary aid'to the contras?

Will it be the man who proudiy proclaims
that he moves in the U.S. mainstream, in har-
mony with the overwhelming majority of his
fellow citizens, those who disapprove of our

CIA. In his news confer-
ence, he said that one
concrete change he will
make is to be briefed di-
rectly ‘‘every single
day” — not indirectly
through the national se-
curity adviser, the pre-
sent and past practice.

Frances T. Far- It he does not take

sustaining the contra war in Nicaragua? H NU enthold is chair of the predictable course

. Or will it be the man who told The Wash-
ington Times Nov. 7 he would not hesitate to
ask Congress for military aid and then, as
president-elect, proclaimed in his first news
conference that contra aid was a matter of
“high priority”?

It is an open question how adamant he
would be on the issue.

However, a defeat of military aid by Con-
gress would not necessarily thwart the desta-
bilization effort of the USA against Nicara-
gua. This - destabilization can continue to
proceed despite votes or headlines or com-
mentary, as we have painfully learned.

Low visibility will be the key to the lessen-
ing of public concern. For Nicaragua, the
trade embargo will stay in place, develop-
ment loans will continue to be blocked and,
with or without the contras, internal conflicts
will be encouraged. All the diﬁ tricks in the
CIA’s covert hamper are available. -

A point to note Is that George Bush will be
the first president who was a director of the

the Institute for of continuing the cor-
Policy Studies. rupt and obsessive Rea-

gan policy on Nicara-
gua, he has the opportunity to secure firmly
the safety of the USA and, in the same initia-
tive, to put an end to one of the most sordid
and unpopular chapters in the history of our
foreign policy.

Second, if he respects Congress as he noted
in his press conference, he at least will listen
to the genuine supporters of the Arias plan.
House Speaker Jim Wright pointed out in his
statement of Sept. 23 that while our govern-
ment has pursued a public policy of support-
ing peace talks in Central America, US.
agents have engaged in devious efforts to de-
stabilize Nicaragua and have, by creating in-
cidents, produced overreactions which are
disruptive of the peace talks.

Third, the new administration could and
should enter into bilateral talks with the San-
dinistas, which can produce binding arrange-
ments on matters of genuine concern.
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